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THE EARLY DEGENERACY OF THE 
METHODISTS. 


By Mr. Wesley, and his coadjutor 


Mr. John Fletcher. 





decline and ruin of real religion, 
among the generality of mankind 
in every period, arose from their 
taking the body for the spirit. 
The religion of Noah, communi- 
cated pure to his posterity, was 


Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth : for|gome time after, lost among the 


ihe Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and 


brought up children, and they have rebelled nations ; their zeal In forming and 


ugainat me,—Isa. i. 2. 


worshipping images, as represen- 


In order to show the nature and causes of|tations of the Deity, withdrew 


apostacy among the Methodists and other 
sects, we shall first lay before the reader . . 
the remarks of Alexander Fraser on the|from the Deity himself. 


Prophecies. 
present subject. 


their attachments and aflection 
The 


It reflects great light on the|Jewish church was constituted 


pure, and received clearer views 


Alexander Fraser, in his Key\of the truth than Noah; but even 
to the Prophecies, writes to thisjafter they were weaned from 
effect, concerning the woman’s|image worship, a zealous attach- 
fleeing into the wilderness: “The|/ment to those outer ordinances, 
woman, which is the true church|which God had enjoined, together 
of Christ, considered as a commu-|with ceremonies of their own in- 
nity, wholly disappeared on going|vention, made them lose sight of 
into the wilderness, and the beast|the spirit of their religion. Hence, 


(or visible corrupt church, in vari-|the reproof, Isa. i. 11. 


ous branches) reigns.” 


To what 


That is, purpose is the multitude of your 


as it will be seen further, when-|sacrifices unto me ? saith the Lord. 
ever a people become organized|The Christian was formed not only 
into a visible body, and possess|a pure but a spiritual society ; set 


power, they are no longer the true 


free from those types and sha- 


church of Christ; but fall in with|dows, which veiled the truth in 
the grand apostacy, spoken of by|the Jewish church; it is express- 
the apostle. He proceeds: “ Thejly told that “God is a spirit, and 
true church, as a community or|they that worship him must wor- 
body-politic, during its continu-|ship him in spirit and in truth.” 
ance in the wilderness, shall be| Yet notwithstanding these advan- 


invisible in the world. 


The} tages, the spirit of religion began 
church is formed into a communi-|to decline, from an 


idolatrous 


ty, by ties external and internal.|veneration for the outward ordi- 
The external ties are government,|nances, which were only the vehi- 


doctrine, and ordinances ; the in-|cles to it. 


In process of time, 


ternal tie, is the Spirit of God,|these were so multiplied by cere- 
which animates the great Head of|monies of human invention, as to 
the church, and every member ofjresemble an overgrown body, 
his mystical body. Now, in the|dressed out with ornaments of hu- 
state of the church in the wilder-|man invention, without one spark 


ness, the former tie is dissolved,|of the vital spirit. 


the latter only subsists. 


To preserve 


She isjat this time, the true church of 


visible in that state as a communi-|Christ, God withdrew herinto the 
ty, enly to the eyes of that God,| wilderness; that is, dissolved her 
who is through all, and in all. She jexternal ties, that she should not 
appears not with that spiritual/be visible asa community, while 
beauty, which adorned her during|at the same time, he preserves the 
the persecution she experienced|individuals of her offspring, by his 
from pagan Rome ;, nor with that|wordand spirit.—That the several 
outward prosperity, which she en-|protestant churches have consi- 
joyed upon her deliverance. But/derably declined from their origi- 
the individual members of thejnal purity, is a. truth which. will 


church in the wilderness, fed by 


be readily acknowledged, by those 


the word and spirit of God, without|who are acquainted. with real re- 


the outward ordinances, learn that! ligion. 
intimate dependence . upon and 


Yet itis a circumstance 
which we might have expected, 


converse with the Deity,in which|from the prophecy. God has 


the life and spirit of religion con- 


promised to preserve his children 





sist. This is a most important|uncorrupted as individuals, but 


tesson; for we shall find, that the 








that promise extends not to com- 


munities. ‘The true church, as a 
community, is ‘invisible, in order 
to be safe from the face of the 
serpent ; which implies, that when 
a number of the true church, be- 
come visible as a society, they 
shail not be safe, but be corrupted 
more or less, by the same artifices 
which overwhelmed the great bo- 
dy of professed Christians, and 
raised among them the antichris- 
tian hierarchy. Now, societies 
may separate from those already 
established, ad infinitum ; but the 
spirit of antichrist will pervade 
them all: a spirit of ambition and 
covetousness in the rulers, of sen- 
suality and hypocrisy in the mem- 
bers.” 

The truthof Mr. Fraser’s ob- 
servations are exemplified in the 
degeneracy, which so early took 
place among the Methodists, after 
they became organized intoa sepa- 
rate party. Mr. Wesley speaks 
as follows in his address to them. 

** Might I not have expected,” 
said he “a general increase of faith 
and love, of righteousness and true 
holiness; yea, and of the fruits 
of the spirit—love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, meekness, gentle- 
ness, fidelity, goodness, and tem- 
perance ?—Truly when I saw 
what God had done among his 
people between forty and fifty 
years ago, when | saw them warm 
in their first love, magnifying the 
Lord and rejoicing in God their 
Saviour, | could expect nothing 
less than that allthese would have 
lived like angels here below ; that 
they would have walked as con- 
tinually seeing him that is invisi- 
ble, having constant communion 
with the Father, and the Son, 
living in eternity, and walking in 
eternity. | looked to see a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people; in 
the whole tenor of their conver- 
sation showing forthhis praise who 
had called them into his marvel- 
lous light. But instead of this 
(<r it (Methodism) brought forth 
enthusiasm, imaginary inspira- 
tion, ascribing to the all-wise God 
all the wild, absurd, self-incon- 
sistent dreams of a heated imagi- 
nation ; it brought forth pride, it 
brought forth prejudice, evil sur- 
mising, Censoriousness, judging 





and condemning one another; all 
totally subversive of that brother- 





——_—_-- 


ly love which is the badge of the 
Christian profession, without 
which, whosoever liveth is count- 
ed dead before God. It (Metho- 
dism) brought forth anger, hatred, 
malice, revenge,.and every evil 
word and work: all direful 
fruits, not of the Holy Spirit, but 
of the bottomless pit; It brought 
forth such base, grovelling affec- 
tion, such deep earthly-minded- 
ness as that of the poor heathens, 
which occasioned the lamentation 
of their own poet over them, “O 
souls bowed down to earth, and 
void of God.” 

Mr. Fletcher confirms this state- 
ment, and points out one of its 
causes. “ There were members of 
the society,” he said, ‘* who spoke 
in*the most glorious manner of 
Christ, and of their interest in his 
complete salvation, and yet were 
indulging the most unchristian 
tempers, and living in the greatest 
immoralities. For some years,’ 
said he, ‘*] have suspected there is 
mere imaginary than unfeigned 
faith in most of them who pass 
for believers; with a mixture of 
indignation and grief have I seen 
them carelessly follow the stream 
of corrupt nature. ©The smooth- 
ness of our doctrines,” said he, 
“will atone for our most glaring 
inconsistencies.” 

If so much corruption existed 
in the Methodist society in the 
days of Mr. Wesley, we ask in 
what state is it at the present day ° 





Frem the Upland Union, 
THE SCHOOL LAW AGAIN. 


In further evidence of my po- 
sition, relative to the views of 
some of the clergy of our coun- 
try, | now produce a letter of 
Ignatius Thomson, who was 
formerly one of their order, and 
thereby became well acquainted 
with their views. 

“The following communica- 
tion has rested on my mind for 
years.—Between the conscious- 
ness of the effect that it would 
have on me personally, by reason 
of the great clerical influence in 
this part of the country, with 
whom I stood connected, and my 
sense of duty to the community, 
[ have till now refrained from 
speaking of it, except to some of 








my friends—the desigos of the 
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congregational 


clergy 


come so alarming tothe freedom of They have gone so far in this\th 


religious inquiry, and the liberties 
of our country, (for they are inti- 
mately connected) I cannot feel 
excused to remain in silence.”— 
The writer proceeds to state, that 
about the year 1799, hearing 
much of Thomas Jefferson’s infi- 
delity, he called on a member o 
congress for information. The 
member told him that he consider- 
ed Thomas Jefferson a man off 
correct morals; but he endea- 
voured to show him the impor- 
tance of having a President from 
the eastern states, who would con- 
sult their (the clergy’s) interests 
and defend their rights. ‘ He 
then addressed himself to me,” 
says the writer, “in sentiments 
like these, as near asl recollect : 
‘| am surprised you have joined 
that party ; you are acting against 
your own interest. It is under- 
stood, among the opposite party, 
if they should succeed so far to 
have a decided majority in the 
states, the clergy are to be re- 
membered. We have conversed 
on the subject, but have not, yet, 
determined whether it would be 
best to have them draw their 
salaries from the public chest at 
the head of government, or have 
provision made for them to draw 
from a deposit in each state. This, 


state, (Vermont ;) and, as far as 1 
know, it is the same in other 
states, as to choose a standing 
committee to grant license or 
liberty to clergymen, who come 
into this state, to preach in their 
churches. They have agreed to 
have no fellowship with a clergy- 
man, who will not procure sucha 
license, and have warned the 
churches against hearing any one, 
however well he may come re- 
commended, unless he produces 
such a license. They have ex- 
horted the churches to excommu- 
nicate as heretics all those who 
will not assent to their creed: and 
there are, in a large proportion of 
the towns (or townships) among 
us, those who are excommuni- 
cated on this principle. 

“It is the devotion of my heart 
that this design, like the hypo- 
crite’s hope, will eventually prove 
nothing more than a spider’s web. 
Though I am one of those victims 
whom their policy has given over 
to feel the effect of their anathe- 
mas, | still entertain a hope, that 
the civil policy of my country will 
never compel me to apply to a 
creed-maker to manufacture a set 
of articles of faith between me 
and my Redeemer. 











If I lose 
e doctor’s parishioners who ex-|it I know the consequence, and I 
pressed 7 ity“to pay) he venture it with my eyes 
back the collector to apply for thejopen.”” Accordingly he entered 
distress warrant. The lord mayor,jan action against the younger 
finding that the divine was asjbrother, and it was agreed to be 
resolute for his tithe as Shylock|tried at the next general assizes 
for his bond, paid the sum himeelf|at Chelmsford in Essex. 
to save the poor creature from} The lawyer having engaged in 
actual starvation anddespair. The|the cause of the poor man, and 
contrast in the humanity of the|stimulated by the prospect of a 
doctor and the worthy magistrate|thousand guineas, set his wits to: 
requires nocomment. But let us|work to contrive the best methods 
hear no more of the Catholics|to gain his end. At last he hit 
levying rent. _They never levied|upon this happy thought, that he 
any thing so atrociously .oppres-|would consult the first of all the 
sive as this. judges, Lord Chief Justice Hale. 
1 Accordingly he flew up to Lon- 
don, and laid open the cause in all 
its circumstances. The judge, 
who was the greatest lover of 
justice of any man in the world, 
heard the cause patiently and at- 
tentively, and promised him all 
the assistance in his power. (It 
is very probable that he opened 
his whole scheme and method of 





FOR THE TELESCOPE. 
New-York, April 13, 1825. 
The opinion of Elias Hicks concerning the Scripture. 

This certifies that 1 was at 
North Hempsted, (Long Island,) 
about three or four weeks since, 
and heard Elias Hicks preach, and 
in his discourse he declared, that 
the Scriptures were no guide for|,,oceeding, enjoining the utmost 
man to go by, for they were made|,ecrecy,) The judge contrived 
in the dark ages of Rome when/matters in such a manner as to 
it was enveloped = Popery » 8lhave finished all his business at the 
miserable piece of matter, jum- King’s Bench before the assizes 
bled up together. began at Chelmsford, and ordered 
















William Brown: his carriage to convey him down 
very near the seat of the assizes.- 
fPiscellanp. He dismissed his man and horses, 





: . “ Ignatius Thomson.” 
however, will be fixed in season. 


You will then be able to support 
some dignity of character—You 
will not be troubled with the 
whims and complaints of many in 
your parish. This is generally 
understood among the clergy.” 1 
replied, that { was afraid of such 
an establishment: that the perse- 
cuting scenes of past ages would 
return. He observed that we 
were too enlightened. 

“Since that time I have observ- 
ed the conduct of the clergy, and 
could readily understand their 
motives. I could clearly under- 
stand Dr. E. in his history of Je- 
rusalem, and Dr. M. in his elegy 
over the French priests. The 
prophetic fate of Bibles and meet- 
ing houses, depending on the pre- 
sidential election, sprang from the 
same source. This led the clergy 
to enter into a closer connexion. 
Where there was no state con- 
ventions formed, they were imme- 
diately attended to. These con- 
ventions meet once a year in each 
of the states east of the Delaware, 
and each convention chooses two 
delegates to represent them in 
each of the states. They have 
formed a creed, which they have 
mutually pledged themselves to 
support. They have concerted 
their Magazines, their Missionary 
labours, their Tract Societies, &c. 
to establish this creed in the minds 
of the serious part of the commu- 
nity. They have established a 





EFFECTS OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


The following, from the Liver- 
pool Mercury, is an apt commen- 
tary and illustration of the bene- 
fits and blessings of a union of 
church and state. Let every 
American, while he reads it, thank 
God that he lives ina country 
where every religious denomina- 
tion has an established charch of} 
equal influence and privileges. Ad. 


Clerical Avarice. 


We observe, by the police re- 
_ of the metropolis, that the 

ev. Dr. Wilson, rector of St. 
Mary’s, Aldermanbury, sent his 
tithe-collector to apply to the 
lord mayor for a warrant of dis- 
tress, against a poor widow, for a 
demand of 11. 8s. of tithe. The 
collector expressed his regret at 
being obliged to call on the wi- 
dow, who was in the deepest 
poverty and distress. The cir- 
cumstances of her case were such, 
that the lord mayor sent an urgent 
recommendation that the demand 
might not be pressed, and that he 
himself would rather compromise 
it, by paying the Rev. Dr. 10s. in 
the pound. But the Dr. would 
listen to no such recommenda- 
tion ; disapproved of his lordship 
meddling with his private’ affairs; 
and, although the church-wardens 
had declined demanding the poor 
rates from the poor woman, who 








ship and went abroad ; after seve- 


complaints, and at last he came 












and sought out for a single house. 
—He found one occupied by e 
miller. After some conversation, 
and making himself quite agreea- 

A gentleman of about five hun-|ble, he proposed to the miller to 
dred pounds a year estate, in the|change clothes with him. As the 
eastern bw of England, had two|judge had a very good suit on, the 
sons. he eldest had a rambling|man had no reason to object. 
disposition. Hetooka 


4 SINGULAR PROVIDENCE, 


Displayed by Justice and Sagacity, conquering 
Fraud and Perjury. 


Accordingly the judge shifted him- 
self from top to toe, and put on a 
ral years his father died. The complete suit of the miller’s best. 
younger son destroyed the father’s|Armed with the miller’s hat and 
will and seized upon the estate.|shoes, and stick, away he marches 
He gave out that his eldest bro-|to Chelmsford; he had procured 
ther was dead, and bribed some|good lodging to his” liking, 
false witnesses to attest the truth|and waited for the assizes that 
of it. In a course of time the|should come on the next day. 
eldest brother returned; but he}When the trials came on, he 
came home in miserable circum-| walked like an ignorant couatry- 
stances.—His youngest brother|fellow backwards and forwards 
repulsed him with scorn, told him along the county-hall. He had a 
that he was an impostor and a|thousand eyes within him, and 
cheat, and asserted that his real|when the court began to fill, he 
brother was dead long ago,and he|s00n found out the poor fellow 
could bring witnesses to prove it.|that was plaintiff. As soon as he 
—The poor fellow having neither|came into the hall, the miller drew 
money nor friends was in a most|up to him: “Honest friend, said 
dismal situation. He went round|he, how is your cause like to go 
the parish making most bitter|to-day?”” “Why, replied the 
plaintiff, my cause is in a very pre- 
to a lawyer; who when he had carious situation, and if I lose it, 
heard the’ poor man’s story, repli-|!.am ruined for life.” Well honest 
ed to him if this manner :—“ You) friend, replied the miller, will you 
have nothing to give me: if jjtake my advice 2 I will let you 
undertake your cause and lose it,|into a secret which perhaps you 
it will bring me into very foul dis- do not know ; every Englishman 
grace, as all the wealth and evi-|has the right and privilege to ex- 
dence ison your brother’s side.|cept against any one juryman 
But, however, I will undertake|through the whole twelve; now 
your cause’ upon this condition :{40 you insist upon your privilege, 
—You shall enter into obligation without giving a reason why, and 
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‘Theological College in Massachu-|was in a state of great wretched- 
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room, and 1 will do you all the 
service in my power.” Accord- 
ingly when the clerk of the court 
had called over the jurymen, the 

laintiff excepted to one of them 

y name: the judge on the bench 
was highly offended with this liber- 
ty. “What do you mean,” says 
he, “by excepting against that 
gentleman ?”” “I mean my lord 
to assert my privileges as an Eng- 
lishman without giving a reason 
why.” The judge, who had been 
deeply bribed, in order to conceal 
it by a show of candour, and hav- 
ing a confidence in the superiority 
of his party—‘* Well, sir,” said he, 
“as you claim your privilege, | 
will grant you the favour, who 
would you wish to have in the 
room of that man excepted 
against ?”” After a small time ta- 
ken in consideration“ My lord,” 
says he, “I wish to havean honest 
man chose in,” and he_ looks! 
around the court—-“ My lord, 
there is that miller in the court, 
we will have him if you please.” 
Accordingly the miller was chosen 
in. As soon as the clerk of the 
court had given them all their 
oaths, a little dexterous fellow 
came into the department, and 
slips ten golden Caroluses into 
the hands of eleven jurymen, and 
gave the miller but five. He ob- 
served that they were all bribed 
as well as himself, and said to his 
next neighbour, in soft whisper, 
“Hew mach have you got?” 
** ten pieces,” said he. He con- 
cealed what he had himself. The 
cause was opened by the plaintiff's 
counsel ; and all the scraps o 
evidence they could pick up were 
adduced in his favour. 

The younger brother was pro- 
vided with a great number of evi- 
dences and pleaders, all plentifully 
bribed as well as the judge. The 
evidence deposed that they were 
in the self-same country where the 
brother died, and saw him buried. 
The counsellors pleaded upon 
this accumulated evidence, and 
every thing went with a full tide 
in favour of the younger brother. 
The judge summoned up the evi- 
dence with great gravity and 
deliberation, “and now, gentlemen 
of the jury,” said he, “lay your 
heads together and bring in your 
verdict as you shall deem most 
just.” They waited but a few 
minutes before they determined 
in favour of the younger brother. 
The judge said, “Gentlemen, 
are you agreed, and who shall 
speak for you ?”” “ We are agreed, 
my lord,” replied one, “ our fore- 
man shall speak forus.”” “Hold, 
my lord,” replied the miller, “ we 
are. not all agreed.” “ Why,” 
says the judge in a very surly man- 
ner, ‘what’s the matter with you? 
What reason have you for dis- 
agreeing ?””—“ I have several rea- 






reasonings of the 


demonstrations, the ju 
surprise of soul stop him—!|volve on me. 
“Wh 


miller, “m 
Hale, | am 


business. 


time to settle his affairs. 
very kindly received by some and 
very civily by all—From whence|miracles, and here now ye may 
» which|see a miracle; for in this fire I 


lhe received great ho 
he communicated to his family ;|feel no more pain, than if 1 were 


but these were s 





sons, my lord,” replied the miller; 





by the cruelty 


THE TELESCOPE. 


“the first is, they have given to all é 

these gentlemen of the jury tenjarrested and put to jail. 
broad pieces of gold, and to mejas this melancholy event was 
but five ; besides, 1 have, many|known in the country, his eldest 
objections to make to the false|son, who was about 19 years old, 
leaders, andilistening only to the dictates off 
the contradictory evidence of the/filial piety, came post to Paris, and 
witnesses.» Upon this the miller|threw himself at the feet of the 
began a discourse that discover-|obdurate creditor, to whom he 
ed such vast penetration of under-|painted the distress of the family 
standing, such extensive law, and|in the most pathetic terms, but 
expressed with such energetic and|without effect.—At length in the 
manly eloquence that astonished|greatest agony of mind, he said, 
the judge and whole court. Ashe|“Sir, since you think nothing 
was going on with his powerfuljcan compensate for your loss but 
e in aja victim, let your resentment de- 






creditor, who caused him to be 
As soon 


Let me suffer in- 


ere did you come from, andjstead of my father; and the 





Filial Affection—a true story. 


who are you? ”—“] came from|miseries of a prison will seem 
Westminster-Hall,” replied the/light in procuring the liberty of a 
name is Matthew|parent, to console the sorrows of 
rd Chief Justice ofjthe distracted family 1 have left 
the King’s Bench. I have observ-|behind me. 
ed theiniquity of your proceedings/gratify your vengeance, without 
this day, and therefore come down|sealing their irretrievable ruin.” 
from a seat which you are no ways|And here his tears and sighs stop- 
worthy to hold, you are one of the|ped his utterance. 
corrupt parties in this iniquitous|creditor beheld him on his knees, 
I will come up thisjin this condition, for a full quarter 
moment and try the cause all overjof an hour. H 
again.”” Accordingly Sir Matthew|him rise and sit down, which he 
went up with his miller’s dress|jobeyed. The gentleman then 
and hat on, began the trial from|walked from one corner of the 
its very original—searched every 
circumstance of truth and false-|tation of mind, for about the same 
hood—evinced the eldest bro-|space of time. 
ther’s title to the estate, from thejing his arms round the 
contradictory evidence of the|man’s neck, “I find,’’ said he, 
witnesses, and the false reasoning 
of the pleaders—unravelled all|ble than money—I have an only 
the sophistry to the bottom, and|daughter, for whose fate I have 

ined a ‘complete victory in|the utmost anxiety. 
cate of truth and justice. 


Thus, sir, you will 


His father’s 


He then sternly bade 


room to the other, in great agi- 


At length throw- 
young 


‘there is something more valua- 


] am resolv- 
ed to fix it; in marrying you she 
must be happy—Go, carry your 
father his discharge—ask his con- 
sent—bring himinstantly hither— 


In a great seaport in one of the and let us bury in the joy of this 


most distant provinces in France, |*!liance, all remembrance of what 
there lived 9 merchant who car-|"s formerly happened. 
ried ona trade with equal honour|‘he generous gratitude of the son 
and propriety, until he was turned relieved the calamity of the wor- 
of fifty years of age; and then, by|‘hy father. 
a sudden series of unexpected and considered wealth and happiness 
unavoidable losses, found himself|*® Syoonymous terms, was free: 

unable to comply with his engage- from that fatal error; and Provi- 
ments ; and his wife and children,|dence vindicated the manner of 
in whom he placed his principal|its proceeding by thus bringing 
happiness, reduced in such a situ- light out of darkness, and through 
ation, doubled his distress. 


Thus 


The man who had 


a short scene of misery, rewarded 


His sole resource in this sad\* Virtuous family with lasting 


statement of his affairs before his 
creditors, that being convinced o 
his honesty, they might be in- 
duced to pity his misfortunes, and|the midst of the burning fire, 
allow him a reasonable ere of|which half consumed his legs and 

 wasl|arms, he spake these words: “‘ O 


situation was the reflection, that,|PE@°*, ' the enjoyment of that 
upon the strictest review of his|Prosperity which they so richly 
own conduct, nothing 
imprudence or iniquity appeared. —— 
He thought best, therefore, to re- 
pair to Paris, in order to lay a fair 


ither of deserved. 





fMenoir. 


MRS. LAVISA PORTER. 


~ DIED, on the 3d of April, 1825: 
Mrs. Lavisa Porter, in the 24th 
year of her age. About the 
month of March, 1824, she was 
attacked with the consumption, of 
which she died. It was, however, 
several months after she was taken 
with this disease before she was 
confined to her room and bed. 
She now became seriously 
thoughtful about her soul’s salva- 
tion, and a future state ; her heart 
was filled with sorrow and regret, 
that she had spent her healthful 
years in sin and vanity ; a stran- 
er to experimental religion. 
She felt the power and force oi 
the declaration of him who is the 
Truth: “ ye must be born again.” 
This change or blessing of the 
new-birth was wrought in her by 
the Spirit of God while she was in 
earnest prayer; this she expe- 
rienced two months before her 
death; from which time she en- 
tered the school of her divine 
Master, and learned the sweet 
lessons of humility, patience, and 
submission ; humble under a sense 
of her unworthiness, patient in 
the midst of her severest suffer- 
ings, and resigned to the will of 
God in all things; her langnage 
was, “give ease or pain, life or 
death, thy will be done.” When 
prayer was made with her and for 
her companion and _ relatives, 
that they might be wise to pre- 
pare to meet her in heaven, she 
would join with holy fervour, and 
sometimes be heard to say with 
peculiar emphasis, “ Amen.” 

She took great comfort and 
satisfaction in hearing read to 
her the Scriptures ; the last chap- 
ter which she requested read was 
the 25th of Matthew. The Te- 
lescope also she heard perused, 
with no little instruction and 
benefit : and no marvel, for it is 
the grand leveller of all human 
greatness, and sweeps with a tor- 
rent of truth, from under the tot- 
tering systems of men, thei: 
sandy foundations, and write upon 
these Babels, “ Confusion ! Con: 
fusion!!” Singing too was her 
delight; her favourite hymn be 
ginning with 

Arise, my soul, to Pisgah’s height, 

And view the promised land ; 


And see by faith the glorious sight, 
Thy heritage at hand, &c. 





These lines sether soul in a rap 





Mr. James Bainham. 
When he was at the stake, in 


dily dashed|in a bed of down; it is to me a 
his principal|bed of roses.” 





ture of joy, while standing upon 
the shore of- mortality, and by 
faith viewing the promised land, 
waiting for her Joshua to bid her 
go and take the goodly land. 
About a quarter of an hour before 


ye Papists! behold, ye look for|sheexpired, she was asked the pre- 
sent state of her mind, in relation 
to death and eternity ; her an- 
swer was “the will of the Lord 
be done ;” said she, “my will 
sinks in his,and blessed be his 
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_. 


name.” In this dread moment 
she called her husband to her, and 
with her emaciated hand took 
hold of bis, and said, “my dear, 
I’m dying, oh that I could take you 
with me.” . And then her mortal 
tongue stiffened in death, no more 
io pray for her surviving rela- 
tives; but her immortal spirit 
sings praises to God and the 
Lamb for ever and ever, for re- 
deeming grace and dying love, 


* Then why do we weep ? though on earth 
we must part ; 
Though death must dissever the chain 
That binds us together, united in heart, 
In glory we'll link it again.” D. D 





Typographical Errors.—In a part of our last 
impression, the following errors occurred, in 
the article headed ‘‘ Third Epistle of Peter.” 
Chap. ist, Sec. 4th, for ‘‘humanity” read 
humility, Chap. 3d, Sec. 5th, for “ attri- 
butes” read attitudes ; in the last paragraph 
of the notes, for ** patent” read potent. 

One hundred extra copies of No. 47 have 
been printed, containing the Third Epistle of 
Peter, which may be had of our carriers. 





*|lars and costs for the plaintiff. The defend- 


THE TELESCOPE. 


A 
had been broken; some difference existed 
as to the time when the matrimonial con- 
tract was to have been fulfilled; and it is 
equally true and honourable, as the court 
observed, that in 1827 slavery was to céase 
in our state, and that fact may have war- 
ranted the defendant in the postponement ; 
but of this there was no positive proof, and 


\presents may be construed into a marriage 
promise. The court could see no reason 


for damages, in such cases, but it was ad- 
visable not to make those damages more en- 
ormous than circumstances warranted, but 
sufficiert to act as a lesson to these coloured 
gentry, in their attempts to imitate fashion- 
able infidelity. 

The jury brought in a verdict of Ten Dol- 


ant not being able to pay, was committed to 
Kingston jail, where he now lies, a martyr 
to his own folly, and an example to all others 
in like cases offending. 

The court, which was held at Budd’s ta- 
vern, New Paltz, was excessively crowded. 
Several reporters were present. 





From the Columbian Register. 
Newspaper Borrowers.—We have heard 
hundreds of complaints from our subscribers 












mise had evidently been made, and water. Her shawl and hair comb were| 


found upon the bridge. Soon after it was 
supposed the deed was committed, the alarm 
of the neighbourhood was immediately ex- 
cited, and search was diligently made until 
the morning of the 11th, when she was 
found near the mouth of the créek. Some 
time previous to the act, it had been ob- 
served she was remarkably melancholy, 


as the parties conld not read nonwrite, the which was owing, in ‘a great measure, as is| 


supposed, to hysterical affections. A jury 
of inquest was held, who found a verdict of 


why these humble Africans should not, in| ‘voluntary death by drowning.” Miss Stoek- 
imitation of their betters, appeal to a jury/ing was an amiable young woman, and 


though an orphan, she sustained an unble- 
mished reputation, and bore a character of 
the first respectability. 

Singular Suicide.—Mons. Bertholet, the 
son of the great chymist,a young man of 
great literary acquirements, lately put an 
end to his existence in the following philoso- 
phical manner. He lighted a pan of char- 
coal in his apartment, closed up every cre- 
vice, so as to keep out the air, and set him- 
self coolly down to write the gradual effects 
of the fatal effluvia. He was found upon 
the floor dead. The latter part of his wri- 
ting was illegible, so that he in all probabi- 
lity continued writing while nearly insensi- 
ble or suffocating !—.Med. Adviser. 





An extraordinary event has happened near 


\Schnebly’s, near Sharpsburg, Md. 


powdered assafcetida. He commenced with 
4 graina, and afterward increased the dose 
to a teaspoonful. He states he has since 
found it efficacious in a number of cases. 


_ The C ion.—A preacher not lon 
since publicly stated that the corporation o 
New-York were worse than the pirates on 
the high seas, in granting licenses to sell 
ardent spirits, and thus impoverishing pa- 
rents and children, and bringing them. to 
ruin and disgrace. 


Three hundred dollars have been offered 
by the Governor of the state of Maryland, 
for the apprehension ef the murderer of 
Miss Cunningham, the shocking account of 
which we recently published. 


ACCIDENTS. , 

In New London, on the 6th inst. Gilbert 
Green, aged 4 years, son of the editor of the 
Gazette, fell on the point of a stick whicli 
he held in his mouth, and punctured an ar- 
tery of the throat. The blood flowed so 
rapidly from his mouth, that he could not 
swallow or speak, and died in about 20 mi- 
nutes after receiving the wound. 


A child about thirteen months old, was re- 
cently burnt to death, at Captain Caspar 
The mo- 





ther, Mrs. Varner, had left the room, and 
during her absence the clothes of the child 
took fire at the fireplace in the room, and 
so burnt it before she returned, that it sur- 
vived it but a few hours. 





respecting their troublesome neighbours ;|Bellez. A travelling merchant, whose wife 
but have never been able to hit upon a plan/had lately had a son, asked one of his friends 
to remove the cause of the evil—which is|to be godfather to the child. During the 
nothing more or less, in nine cases out of|feast which ensued, the father spoke of a 
ten, than the sin of covetousness. There|journey it would be necessary for him to 
are thousands of persons possessed of|undertake ; his wife said he could set out 
houses and lands and much goods, who are|when he pleased, that the 8,000 francs were 





Sunimary. 


Defeat of the Clergy in their Attempts to 
establish a Law Religion.—The friends of 
the country, and particularly the friends of 
religious freedém, and foes of clerical 


A gentleman was engaged in the third 
story of No. 45 Chatham-street, showing a 





usurpation, will be gratified to learn that the 
designing clergy of the state of New-York 
have met with an entire defeat in their plot 
of imposing their Tracts officially on the 
common schoolsin that state. The commit- 
tee of the legislature appointed on the Le- 
banon, Madison county, petition, have re- 
ported that the superintendent of common 
schools has no authority, by law, officially to 
recommend them to their schools ; nor to 
order the school celebrations which he did. 
Of course, all he has done, as an instrument 
in their hands, was a usurpation .of power 
and authority. So that the ambitious clergy 
of that state are again all aback in these 
their snaky, underhanded designs on the 
school funds, and the Tract instruction of 
youth in that state, for the present. At 
teast they cannot, it seems, make an instru- 
ment of the secretary of state and superin- 
tendent of common schools to effect their 
ambitious purposes. 

And will they now proclaim to Europe, 
and the friends of a hierarchy, their signal 
defeat, as they did their *‘ signal success,” 
when the superintendent issued his first or- 
der, conformable to their views ? 


so poor in spirit, that they depend on their 
neighbours who are in moderate circum- 
stances to furnish them with newspapers. 
We have even had some of our subscribers 
discontinue their papers for a time, because 
they could not obtain them until a dozen 
neighbours had read them; and in many 
cases the subscribers suffered a total loss. 
A subscriber who has been much harassed 
and vexed by newspaper borrowers has sent 
us the following note, which shows that he 
is resolved to afford his neighbours still 
greater accommodations. 

Mr. Barber,--Please send me, until fur- 
ther orders, six papers weekly, so that I 
may be able to serve five of my rich neigh- 
bours at once, and have one paper for my- 


self and family. 
9 Friend to the Printer. 

Natural Curiosity.—Some time ago, a sin- 
gular curiosity was exhibited in this city. 
A large rattlesnake was enclosed in one end 
of a cage or box, and a rat in the other, 
being separated by a slide, The writer 
was present at acertain period when the par- 
tition was removed, and both suffered to 


























Could the most sanguine friends of reli- 
gious and civil liberty have expected a more 
signal and. sudden triumph? Is it not that 


of the shepherd bey against the Goliah of the! 


Philistines ? 

After this signal success of the few and 
feeble against the many and mighty, who 
shall despair of the God of Jacob still watch- 


come in contact, to show tho spectators the 
nature of thie poisonous reptile. No soon- 
er was the slid« raised, than the snake began 
to rattle, and then fix his piercing eyes upon 
the poor victim, which appeared dreadfully 
alarmed. He now drew back, reared his 
frightful head, and twice struck the rat, 
which instantaneously fell. After letting it 





ing. over the rk of the American Israel ?— 
Ain. Eagle. 
BREACH OF THE MARRIAGE PROMISE. 
few Paltz, Ulster County. 
Phillis Schooumaker, 
vs. 

Cuff Hogeboom. 

This was an action for a breach of the 
marriage promise, tried before "Squire De 
Witt, justice of the peace, and quorum. 
‘The parties, as their names indicate, are 
black, or coloured folks. Counsellor Van 
Schaick appeared on behalf of the lady. 


remain a few moments, he pierced it several 
times, to ascertain if it was dead; which 
being the case, he commenced swallowing it 
whole ; in effecting which the mouth and in- 
teguments became enormously distended. 
The deleterious poison of the rattlesnake is 
said to be transmitted from a cyst through its 
fang or tooth. 

A smaller sized snake, exhibited at the 
same time, coiled itself several times round 
the body of a mouse, and immediately 
crushed it to death. 

An infallible cure for the bite of the rat- 
tlesnake is the application to the wound o 
bruised Plaintain leaves, with some of the 





He recapitulated the many verdicts which 


had been given of late in favour of injured! 


imnocence. It was time to put an end to 
these faithless professions, to. these cold- 
hearted delusions: it was time to put a curb 
upon the false tongues and false Hearts of 
pretended lovers, who,-with honeyed ac- 
cents, only wooed te ruin, and only profess- 
ed to deceive. The worthy counsellor trust- 
ed that no injurious impressions would be 
made on the minds of the jury by the colour 
of his client. 

The testimony closed ; the court charged 
the jury as fpllews. 


juice taken internally. It was purchased of 
a negro in one of the southern states, by the 
legislature, and mede public, 

Suicide—A most melancholy suicide was 
committed in the township of Bradford, Pa. 
week before last, by Miss. Esther Stocking, a 
very respectable young woman. The cir- 
cumstances attending it were nearly as fol- 
low: On the morning of the 9th inst. she 
arose from her bed, anf flinging a shawl 
over her head, walked about a mile to a 
bridge over the Sugar Creek, from which it 
is supposed she precipitated herself into the 









































ready, and she pointed to the spot where 
they were deposited. On the following day 
the husband went to Bellez to make the ne- 
cessary preparations, and during his absence 
the godfather went to the woman and de- 
manded the 8,000 francs, telling her he 
meant to murder her, but allowing her to 
choose being shot or hanged. She preferred 
the latter. By this she gained some time ; 
but the scoundrel made himself master of 
the money, and then prepared very coolly to 
execute his victim. He got on a stool, 
drove in a nail, and Mtached a rope to it, 
which he had bought, tied a knot, put the 
rope round his neck, and thus tried if the 
rope would support the weight of the unfor- 
tunate woman. Like Bluebeard he then 
asked her if she was ready? Fortunately, 
just at this moment the joint-stool broke, 


pistol to a friend, who, not knowing it was 
loaded, pulled the trigger, and two balls 
were discharged, which entered into the 
window of the second story of the opposite 
building, No. 48, occupied by Mr. Mills ; 
several ladies were in the room, and one oi 
the balls entered the leg of Miss Ferris, and 
lodged, it is believed, some inches below the 
knee. Miss F. is from Stamford, Conn. and 
is about 18 years of age. 

A horse, attached to a heavy eart, took 
fright, and made his way up old Fourth- 
street. A black man, in attempting to ar- 
rest the course of the animal, was thrown 
down, and killed instantly.—Philad. paper. 


Poctry. 








and the man himeelf remained suspended by 
the rope he intended to apply to the woman. 
She immediately ran for succour ; assistance 
speedily came, the man was cut down alive, 
and carried to prison, where a trial and a 
fate similar to that from which he was res- 
cued, await him. The money which was 
found at his feet, does away with any doubt 
of his motives. —French paper. 

Catholic Funeral in Mexico.—The funeralf" 
as is usual in Catholic countries, when a 
child under seven years of age dies, was a 
sort of merry-making ; it being considered 
a sort of rejoicing that an innocent soul has 
been added to the number of the angels. 
The effect, however, I must say, was very 
distressing. The respect I felt for the fami- 
ly, and the curiosity I had to see the cere- 
mony, were barely sufficient motives to in- 
duce me to accompany the procession, 
where fiddles, drums, and fifes played merry 
tunes round the bier, while the priests 
chanted hymns of rejoicing at the accession 
which had been made to the host of little 
angels.— Hall’s Jour. 


Capt. Hall, of the brig Exchange, arrived 
at Norfolk, informs that 27 pirates, 
taken- by the United States schooner Gram- 
pus, had been.tried and condemned to suf- 
fer death at St. Thomas, and the day ap- 
pointed for their execution was Wednesday, 
14th inst. 


Two steamboats, the Andrew Jackson and 
Eclipse, ran foul of each other on the Cum- 
berland: River, and the latter was literally 
torn to pieces. and sunk, with about 300 
bales of cotton and 30 hhds. of. tobacco. 


Dr. Parman writes, in the New- 
England’ Medical Journal for January last, 
that he bas found an instantaneous relief for 


| Jackson. 


A lady had written on a card, and placed 
in her garden-house, on the top of an hour- 
glass, a beautiful simple stanza from one of 
the fugitive pieces ef John Clare, the rural 
poct. It was at the season of the year 
when flowers were in their highest beauty. 


“ To think of summers yet to come, 
That I am not to see, 

To think a weed is yet to bloom, 
From dust that I shall be.” 


The next morning she found penciled on 
the back of the same card— 


“To think when Heaven and earth are fled» 
And times and seasons o’er, 

When all that can die shall be dead, 
That I must die no more ! 

Ah! where will then my portion be? 
How shall I spend eternity ?” 


MARRIED, 

Mr. John Lynch, to Miss Ellen Sulavan 
Mr. Wm. Vallar, to Miss Ann Smith. Mr. 
John G. Welch, to Miss Sophia Ann Augus- 
taBunn. Mr, James Farrand, to Miss Me- 
linda Marsh. Mr. Thomas Dayis, to Miss 
Emeline Baillis. Mr. Daniel Stewart, to 
Miss Eliza Ferguson. Mr. Richard C, 
Barker, to Miss Ann Troop. 

At. Brooklyn, April 10th, Mr. John E: 
Jackson to Miss Ann Smith. 





DIED; 

Suddenly, on Sunday evening last, Mr. 
Abraham Rapelye, aged 21. Mr. John Bon- 
ner, aged 33. Mrs. Mary Clyde; aged 54. 
Mr. Thomas Anderson, aged 30. General 
Matthew Clarkson, aged 67. Mrs. G. Mi 
Mr. Walter Hughes. Mrs. M. 
Cc. — aged 42. Mrs. Jane Jockman, 


‘At Marietta, Ohio, 99th ult. the Hon. Re- 
turn Meigs, formerly governor of Ohio, and 





a cough and asthmatic affection, by taking 


late Postmaster-general of the United States. 





